College of Saint Benedict and Saint John's University

DigitalCommons@CSB/SJU
Archives History Lessons

Archives

2020

Prep Dorm Mystery on the Forest Floor: Bak
Peggy L. Roske
proske@csbsju.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives_history_lessons

Recommended Citation
Roske, Peggy L., "Prep Dorm Mystery on the Forest Floor: Bak" (2020). Archives History Lessons. 102.
https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/archives_history_lessons/102

This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by DigitalCommons@CSB/SJU. It has been accepted
for inclusion in Archives History Lessons by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@CSB/SJU. For more
information, please contact digitalcommons@csbsju.edu.

SJP’s
Mystery
on the
Forest
Floor

2019 06 12 photo by the archivist
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Let’s take a
virtual tour in
the nearby
woods:

2019 06 12 photo by the archivist
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2019 06 12 photo by the archivist
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2019 06 12 photo by the archivist
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2019 06 12 photo by the archivist
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2019 06 12 photo by the archivist
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2019 06 12 photo by the archivist
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2019 06 12 photo by the archivist IMG_20190612_165008
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9

2019 06 12 photo by the archivist
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IMG_0404 from Bob Ellenbecker 2019
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2019 06 12 photo by the archivist
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Now let’s
take
another
quick
tour:

Prep School Construction- Walls Almost Done 1962 April 1962 from SJAA
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2016 Dell Upton UCLA photo, Dormitory
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2016 Dell Upton UCLA photo, Dormitory
Inset: 2016 Dell Upton UCLA photo, Dormitory_3867
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2016 Dell Upton UCLA photo, Dormitory_3870
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2016 Dell Upton UCLA photo, Dormitory_3872
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2016 Dell Upton UCLA photo, Dormitory_3876
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2016 Dell Upton UCLA photo, Dormitory_3876
Inset: 2019 06 12 photo by the archivist IMG_20190612_164425
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2016 Dell Upton UCLA photo, Dormitory_3876
Inset: 2016 Dell Upton UCLA photo, Dormitory_3879
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2016 Dell Upton UCLA photo, Dormitory_3879
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2019 06 12 photo by the archivist
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Forest Floor

Dorm Wall

2016 Dell Upton UCLA photo, Dormitory_3879a FLIPPED
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One other
bit of
evidence,
from the
Abbey
Archives:
an old photo

…but was
the photo
inverted??

Prep School Exterior- Art Piece Outside April 1962 from Abbey Archives - FLIPPED;
not sure of original orientation.
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Here’s where our Executive Director of
Public Relations Michael Hemmesch
comes into the story…

Last summer Michael copied me on a reply to
an email from ‘59 alum Joe Casey about a
possible donation to the Archives. In it, Joe
mentioned he “had been a long-time friend of
Bruno Bak…I still keep in touch with his son,
Clemens…I have forwarded some [things] to
him… especially related to the church window
and exterior reliefs at the Prep School, which
Bruno designed.”

Hemmesch photo from online campus directory. Bak photo from
O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Images\People
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So I asked Joe for Clemens Bak’s contact information, which he sent, and we emailed:

“I couldn't tell from your photo of the image in the woods, but it would be interesting
to see if it differed in anyway from the similar panel on the wall. If so, that might
indicate a design change. Also consider if it may have been flawed or damaged.”
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“I don’t know enough about
the construction/casting of the
relief to know if producing a
‘mirror image’ would have
been part of the process?”
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“This would have to
be the first
experimental panel
that for whatever
reason was also an
exception to the
design plan for the
building…

That was not an error
that would have been
repeated. It could very
likely have been a
miscommunication
between the design
team and the
carpentry crew…”
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“…It is easy to confuse
the orientation of a
relief object where
the final product is the
actual impression. I
see that frequently in
printmaking classes I
teach….

…Of course the error,
if it was, also provided
for an opportunity to
test the concept in
real life, which was
unique for its day…”
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“The process was as following:
1. The casting form was built according to the architectural sketch and from thence fullsize paper patterns similar to the cartoons used to build the stained glass panels in the
window were cut out.
2. Then, using layers of plywood and sheets of styrofoam insulation, the patterns were
sawed into the layered sections reflected in the casting relief. The more layers, the
deeper the impression.
3. The styrofoam was then textured, using a bunsen burner torch, probably by my father.
4. The sides, back and bottom were nailed to the form creating a large box.
5. When the structure was complete and stabilized, fresh liquid concrete was poured from
the top and allowed to dry.
6. Once it is dry, the casting form and box were carefully removed unveiling the work of
art under the form.”
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“The possibility that the layers of plywood casting form would have survived and
then removed and reassembled in reverse is highly unlikely. It is certainly the
case that the styrofoam with its surface texture would have to be redone since
the texture would all be on the wrong side.
To make a second casting in reverse, the entire process would have to have been
repeated.
It is possible that the back side of some of the wood forms for the figures in the
original form may have been in good enough shape to be used in the second
casting, but for a casting that large, it would have been just as easy to use new
material from the original drawing cutouts.”
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I sought the
opinion of the
printmaking
professor in the
Art Department,
who agreed:
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Clemens’
Bak’s email
let to the
website he
created as
a tribute
to his
parents’
artistic
legacy
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…and an online book he has published

p.8

content.yudu.com/Library/A2x2z0/BronislawBakBiograph/resources/index.htm?referr
erUrl=http%3A%2F%2Ffree.yudu.com%2Fitem%2Fdetails%2F1997805%2FBronislawBak-Biography&skipFlashCheck=true
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Chapter 3

content.yudu.com/Library/A2x2z0/BronislawBakBiograph/resources/index.htm?referr
erUrl=http%3A%2F%2Ffree.yudu.com%2Fitem%2Fdetails%2F1997805%2FBronislawBak-Biography&skipFlashCheck=true
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p.48

content.yudu.com/Library/A2x2z0/BronislawBakBiograph/resources/index.htm?referr
erUrl=http%3A%2F%2Ffree.yudu.com%2Fitem%2Fdetails%2F1997805%2FBronislawBak-Biography&skipFlashCheck=true
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SJP’s mystery on the
forest floor– a
mystery no more!!

!!

p.48

content.yudu.com/Library/A2x2z0/BronislawBakBiograph/resources/index.htm?referr
erUrl=http%3A%2F%2Ffree.yudu.com%2Fitem%2Fdetails%2F1997805%2FBronislawBak-Biography&skipFlashCheck=true
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From the Archives: an interesting connection:

Bruno Bak came to St. John’s because of a
recommendation from Mathew Ahmann…

O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Digital Archives\People\ALUMNI\Ahmann,
Mathew\Ahmann-Bak Doc from Box 220 f18
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…who was featured in the Fall 2013 Saint
John’s magazine for his connection to MLK:

O:\Archives\SJUArchives\Digital Archives\People\ALUMNI\Ahmann,
Mathew\Ahmann-Bak Doc from Box 220 f18
2013 Fall Alum Mag p24-25
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24640/rec/174
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Photo with MLK 2013 Fall Alum Mag p24-25; Mathew Athmann circled
https://cdm.csbsju.edu/digital/collection/SJUArchives/id/24640/rec/174
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Compiled in March 20120
from resources in the
SJU and Abbey Archives
by Peggy Landwehr Roske,
CSB/SJU Archivist.
All rights reserved.

2016 Dell Upton UCLA photo, Dormitory_3879a FLIPPED
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